AN 


E 

3 S 

A 

Y 

ON  THE 

G 

o 

N 

O R R 

H 

OE  A, 

WITH  SOM 

£ 

o 

B S 

E R V A 1 

' I o 

N S 

ON  T H » 

U 

s 

E 

OF  O 

p I 

U M, 

IN  THE 

cu 

RE 

OF  THAT 

DISEASE.  ' 

By  william  THOMAS,  Surgeon,' 


Primted  FOR  John  D o n a l d s o n,  Corner  of  Aavif^ 
DEL  Street,  strand. 


M DCC  LXXX. 


wc 


h 

il  U T . 

il  Ji  Ji  o n o 

* - • 

JL  W C*  ii  A * J 


J 


O ”/■  O T '■f  • £-  \J  <T  *71  f-T  r ) 

vj  J.  i *_  / W4.  c * 


iiia. 


3 U V I*.  i3 

- ’?  I O <5  , :i  ■ 

s k T HI 

\ ' 

• »- 

. r ->  r ' ”3  ■f  rT  ’•'.  T ' 'p  '-i 

.^1  r y , .i  V.  O - i - A 71  vj  ■ • 


M 

u 


■ -i' 


*fe; 


->jr.2kr 


^u/. ifio.‘  r iy- /■  j. ‘v j • . •' 

4^;,.:-  H'U  -;*4Y4woav>>*,^-i,.ft  . *-  "lu  Vr*.4-v.jrY 


% \ 

«« 

^ . 


K%  -» 

\'V 

.1* 


T''  f «)*t«  ;;  ; 


;v/ 

V.  ■.  ^ 

. .1^ 

> 

vL  0 n.  ■ VI  0 


.1 


i^'3l!.  1'.'  SiV.'fj^  O I C .!  / V t>  n ^ •{  0 ^ yj7,; 

. ,\i''  • ll'l  ,i  i j I ^ ^Tt«l 


<1 


» ^.Im.  «*  •'  U 


•^v 


T O 


JOHN  SHELDON,  Esq,. 


Teacher  of  Anatomy,  and  senior  Surgeon 
TO  THE  General  Medical  Asylum, 

St.  Mary  le  Bone. 

Sir, 

O a grateful  mind  there  is  a lingular 


fatisfa£lion  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  favors  received.  I have  had  the  advan- 
tage of  profecuting  my  ftudies  in  Anato- 
my under  your  tuition  ; and  I am  happy, 
in  having  this  opportunity  of  publickly 
acknowledging  it.  Accept  my  fincere 
thanks  for  the  attention  you  were  pleafed 
to  pay  to  me,  while  your  pupil ; . and  for 
the  continuance  of  your  friendfliip  fince, 
which  I efteem  a particular  honor ; and 
which  it  will  be  my  utmoft  ambition  to 
preferve. 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient. 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  THOxAlAS. 


Warwick  Court* 
Aerii.  ijtb|  1780, 
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VARIOUS  hre  the  ,Cpitii6ns  entertained 

of  the  . gonorrhoea  vinilenta  : the  mocld 

of  infef^ioVi,  the  effed,  the  progrefs  and  the 

conrequtecc^,  ftill  coridnue  unaccounted  for  to 

seneral  fatisfaftion. 

1—/ 

. ' f 

A preternatural  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  is 
the  charafteriftic  of  th'e  dlfeafe' ; but  it  has  been 
thought  the  effed:  of  ulceration,  increafed  fe- 
cretion',  and  both  together;  each  opinion  has 
been  fupported  by  very  plaufible  ar^ments. 


( 1 ) 

By  feme  it  is  thought  to  be  and  is  treated  as 
a fimple  local  inconveniency,  from  which  no  fu- 
ture complaints  can  ever  arife : others  look 
upon  it  in  a more  ferious  light,  and  if  not  pre- 
vented, fuppofe  it  capable  of  contaminating  the 
whole  habit.  *.  ' 

V 

When  we  find  fuch  contrary  modes  of  prac- 
tice, feparately  countenanced  by  men  of  great 
abilites,  and  each  opinion  fupported  by  cafes, 
that  feem  to  render  them  equally  right  and  con- 
clufive  i we  may  venture  to  conclude,  that 
both  opinioni.may  be  now  and  thep  right,  but 
that  neither  of  them  will  at  all  times  and  invari- 
ably be  found  fp. 

To  fleer  'our  courfe  carefully  between  each 
will  generally  be  found  mofl  fafe  3 but  to  weigh 
each  opinion. .with  the  utmpfl  attention  is  the 
duty., of  every  praftitipner  3 each  individual  de- 
termination is  a matter  . of  general  importance 
the  advantages  and  difadvantages  are  too  con- 
fiderabie  to  make  it  a matter  of  indifference, 
which  method  we  adopt : by  the  firfl  we  may 
fubjedl  xhe  fufferer-tp  the/painful,  hprrid  effedls 
of  a,  confirmed  pox  3 which  may,  . perhaps,  de- 
feend  to  his  pofterity;3  by  the  fecopd,  to  an 
unnepeQary  hazardous  courfe/ of j mere u.ry,  by 
whifh.die  conftitution  may  , be.  irreparably,  in- 
jured. 


( .1  )‘ 

It  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine what  are  the  genuine  properties  of  vene- 
real virus } whether  it  is  in  the  form  of  miafmata, 
vapour  or  matter;  we' can  only  by  careful  obfer- 
vation  trace  it’s  effects,  and  be  able  to  reftrain 
them« 

The  venereal  virus  is  certainly  a fpecies  of 
ihfedtion  fui 'generis  1 the  arguments  rilade  ufe 
of  to  fupport  the  opinion,  which  prevails  among 
many,  that  there  is  more  than  one  fpecies'  of 
venereal  virus ; that  th^  Venereal  virus,  which 
produces  a gonorrhoea, ” is  different  from  that 
which  produces  a pox,  afe  by  no  means  con- 
clufive;  they  will  be  found  erroneous.  For 
there  certainly  does  not  exift  more  than  one 
fpecies  of  venereal  virus,  which  of  itfclf  is  al- 
ways capable  of  producing  a conftrrried  pox  ; 
but  the  virulcncy  of  it’s  action,  is  always  more 
or  lefs  impeded  and  reftrained  from  caufing.  ul- 
ceration, and.  producing  thofe  effefts  which 
conftitute  a confirmed  pox,  by  being  blended 
with  the  different  natural  fecretions  of  the  body, 
and  according  to  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  on 
which  it'  is  depo'fited  ; for  inftance,  in  the  ure- 
thra, it  will  produce  'only'  an  increafe  of  fecre- 
tion,  for  the  moft  part,'  without  any  ulceration, 
therefore,  the  habit  is  moft  commonly,  unhurt 
by  it ; on  other  fnrfnces  of  the  body,  not  fo 
ftrongly  protcdted  by  nature,  ulceration  enfues, 

and 


< ) 


and  the  time,  we  find  the  venereal  virus  in  it’s 
iuH  force,  and  caj>able  of  ading  with  it’s  great- 
eft  vlrAjilency,  is,  when  it  has  produced  ulcera- 
tibn  on  fome  p^rt  of  the^  body,  where  the  fecre- 
tip^a  is  thin  -a,nd  inca.piible  of  reftraining  it’s 
aftion  in  any  very  great  degree-,  fuch  ulcerations 
arc  generally  known  by  the  term  chancre. 


■ y p'  ■ 

, ‘^her^  the  venereal  virus,  from  a chancre,  is 
infmtiai;e4:it>.!;b  the.  urethra,  it  is  retained  there  by 

,»•  i . . K . • , > C ■ i i ^ I . . 

the  mucus,  which,  fmears  that  canaL  and  is  pre- 
vpnted,  by  that  mucus,,  from  coming  feparately 
apddmraediatdy  into  contrad  wit|i  the  niem- 
br^e^  which  lipes, the, urethra  and  the.  venereal 
vjj^U?  being  blended^  and.  ll:^athed-  witii,  that 
rcna<^iQ.US.  fe.cretion,  it’s  irritating  quality  is 
very  much  blunted,^  and  confequently  ading  in 
a mUder  degree,^  occafions  only  an  cncrcafe  pf 
t!},a^fecretipn  from, the  lacunse,  which,  prevents 
i t, ill,  general  fifpn:i.'cauring  ulceration. 

I ■ ■■i.  • . . ■ . (II-  ■ 

. if  any.  of  the  increafed  fecretion . from  .the 
^a^pr.se,  ifupregnated  with  the  venereal  virus^  pr„ 
i.n,  other  wordjj,  if  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  the 
difchargCj  f^om  a gonorrhoea,  is  lodged  in  a 
ibund  urethra,  it  will  produep  the  fame  com- 
plaint i a gonorrhoea  will  produce  a gonorrhoea,: 
but  if  any  of  the  gonorrhoeal  dilicharge  Ihould 
be  l§ft;On  the  glans  penis,  or  coinp  in  contadt 
v.'UHl  the  internal  fold  of  the  prepuce,  it  may 

i * now 
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now.  and  then,  according^  to  the  ftrength  and 
weaknefs  of  the  fc^bit,^  fret,  and  caufe  ulceration, 
naore  efpccially  if  there  fhould  at.  that  time  be, 
any  flight  excoriation  •,  but  the  chancre  fo,  pro- 
duced, will  in  general  be  milder,-  and  much, 
eafier  cured,  than  when  the  venereal  virus,  from 
a chancre,  is  depofited  on  the  fine  villus  furface 
of  the  glans  penis,  or  on  the  prepuce  j for  the 
fe.cretion  being  thin  and  limpid,  ulceration  will 
- always  follow;  that  is,  a chancre  will,  on  the 
external  parts  of  the,  penis,  or  elfewhere,  if  the 
integuments  are  thin  and  but  (lightly  defended, 
conftantly  produce  the  mofl:  virulent  chancre. 

i. 

Th^t,  the  venereal  virus:  is  milder  \yhen  rnixedi 
with  the  mucus  of  the  urethra,  1 think  will  fcarce 
admit  of  a doubt ; for  was  it  not,  the  extremity 
of  the  glans  penis,  and  prepucej  from  the 
conftant  lodgement  of  the  gonorrhoeal  dif- 
charge,  muft  bej in  a continued  ftatc  of  idcera-- 
tion ; indeed  flight  excoriations  do  frequently 
happen,  and  fometimes  a kind  of  chancr.ous 
fore,  efpecially  on  the  frsenum,  but  they  very 
feldom  give  much  trouble,  otifo  long  refift:  the 
ufual  applications,  nor  do  they  fpread  with  that 
virulency  which  is-  fp  often  obferved  in.  more 
confirmed  chancres.  j ‘ 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  meet. a chancre 
and  ,a  gonorrheea  contraded  at  one  and  the  fame. 

time ; 
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time  ; the  per(bn  from  whom  the  infedbion  Wasf 
received,  may  undoubtedly  have  laboured  un- 
der both  thole  complaints — or  may  have  onlv 
had  a chancre ; the  virus',  from  which  chancre 
has  produced  a gonorrhoea  in  the  urethra,  and 
on  the  external  parts  a chancre;  ' ^ * 

Notwithftanding  what. has  been  juft  obferved,  * 
it  is  by  no  means  meant  that  in  a gonorrhoea 
idceratiop  never  does  tal^e  places  for  it  moft 
certainly  may  j many  well  authenticated  cafes 
have  proved  it  beyond  the  poffibilky  of  a. 
doubt;  I believe  if  a gonorrhoea  is  properly < 
treated,  it  will  very  rarely  happen  ; but  when 
it  does,  a confirmed  pox  may  certainly  en-fuc 
from  it.  j ‘ , 

• - *j  ■ 

It  appears  therefore,  from  the  foregoing  ob- 
fervations,  that  a gonorrhoea  is  only  an  increale 
of  fecrecion  from  the  urethra;  that  the; venereal 
virus,  by  being  diluted  with  that  fccretion,  is 
moft  commonly  rendered  incapable  of  caufing 
ulceration,  but  , when  it  does^  the  venereal 
virus,  that  cauled  at  firft  only  an  cncreafe  of  • 
fecretion  in  the  urethra,  may , in  time  produce 
a.  iconfirmed  pox.;  that  is,  when  the  venereal-* 
virus  is  once  mixed  with  the  general  circulation, 
it  will  produce  thofe  different  changes  and  ap- 
pearances, which  are  coiiftanily  and  invariably 

ob- 
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obferyed  to  be  the  effects  of  that  ftimulu?  upon 
different  parts  of  ihe  body. 

A gonorrhoea  is  frequently  cured  without  mer- 
cury i a confirmed  pox  never  is  •,  this  is  appar 
rently  a very  ftrong  proof  that  there  are  two 
fpecies  of  venereal  virus,  as  well  as  a ptoof  of 
the  inutility  of  mercury  in  the  gonorrhea  ^ jn 
anfwer  to  this  it  may  be  urged,  that  whenever 
a chancrous  ulceration  takes  place  upon  the 
glans  penis,  and  prepuce,  tho’  it  in  general  is 
milder,  as  has  jull  been  obferved,  yet  it  cannpt 
be  cured  without  the  ufe  ,of  rncrcury,  either 
internally  or  externally;  and  upon.,  acareful  inr 
veftigation  of  the.  rnatter,  it  will  appear,  that 
tho’  the  venereal  virus  in  a gonorrhoea,  and  a 
pox  is  always  fimilar,  yet  it  may  be  frequently 
eradicated  when  only  depofited  upon  fuch 
a particular  part,  as  the  membraneous  furfacc  of 
the  urethra,  without  the  ufe  of  it’s  fpecific,  mer* 
cury  ; but  that  it  becomes  abfolutely  impoffible, 
after  it  is  fo  intimately  blended  with  the  general 
circulation,  as  it  muft’  be,'  when  ulceration  has 
taken  place.  The  method  generally  made  ufe  of 
for  curing  a gonorrhoea  without  mercury,  is  by 
aftringent  injedions ; if  it  is  confidered  in  'whan 
manner  they  ad,  and  how  they  effed  a cure, 
it  will  be  clear,  that  the  frequent  fuccefs  of 
it,  is  neither  a proof  of  the  virUs  in  a gonorr- 
hoea being  different  from  that  in  a pox^  nor 

will 
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'will  it  confirm  the  opinion,  that  mercury  is  inef- 
ficacious and  unneceflary,  but  rather  that  all 
aftriogent  injedions  are,  after  a certain  time, 
highly  improper  and  hazardous.  Various  are 
the*  ingredients  with  which  thefe  injeilions  are 
'Cb/npo'fed  ; folutions  of  facchafum  faturni,  aru- 
gb  asfisj  vitriolum  album,  and  many  others,  ar.e 
how  made  ufe  of.  ’ ' ‘ 

Thefe  injedions  may  be  rrtdde  eqiihhy  prbpef, 
or  improper  ; they  are  ^11  bn  ^^oflb'afi^  tfic  fame 
principle-— they  ire  aftring'eftts.  I am  cohvinced 
by  experience,  thit  a gofloYrhtiea  may  frequently 
be  perfeStly  and  com'p'letely  ciifed  by  them,  but 
they  muft  always  Chdinger  the  habit,  arid  their 
ufe  requires  the  greateft  care  and  caution.  Dif. 
ferent  corrflrtutionS  will  require  different  degree^ 
of  ftrength  in  the  injection  j and  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary,  that  this  fhould  in  all  cafes  be  afeer- 
tained  with  the  greatefi:  exarifneli  j for  upon  this 
determination,  in  a great  meafure,  depends  the 
propriety  'or  impropriety,  the  fafety  or  the 
danger  in  their  ufe. 

If  the  injeftion  fhould  be  too  weak,  it  will  be 
infufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpoie  defigned  j but 
the  contrary  is  generally  the  cafe ; for  after  a 
particular  time  in  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  almoft  im- 
poflible  to  make  thefe  kind  of  injeftions  weak 
enough  for  tnoft  conftitutions  i and  therefore  it 
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pens,  that  thcfe  injeftions  generally  do  more’ 
harm  than  good  : when  they  are  too  ftrong,‘ 
they  aft  too  powerfully  ; they  entirely  clofe  the 
veiTels  • they  fliould  only  gently  and  moderately 
conftringe  ; they  quite  ftop  the  difeharge  which 
nature  increafes  to  guard  and  proteft  the  urethra 
from  the  venereal  ftimulus ; they  bring  on  in- 
flammation in  the  urethra,  which  is  communicated 
to‘  the  neighbouring  parts ; whence  enfues,  fwel- 
lings  of  the  tefticles,  and  inguinal  gland : much 
more  dreadful  confcquences  very  often  follow 
the  life,  not  only  of  the  ftronger  injeftions  of 
this  fort,  but  even  the  very  mildeft,  if  ufed  too 
frequently. 

If  the  injeflion  is  made  of  a proper  degree  of 
ftrengch,  if  it  is  neither  too  weak  nor  too  ftrong, 
it  will  gently  conftringe  the  mouths  of  the  vef- 
fcls,  and  make  them  better  able  to  refift  the  ve- 
nereal ftimulus ; the  injeftion  will  thus  continue 
to- -harden  and  protefl  them,  till  aflifted  by  the' 
cncreafcd  fecretion  from  the  lacunse,  the  vene- 
real is  entirely  walked  away,  and  the  ftimulus 
being  thus  taken  off  from  the  parr,  the  running 
ceafes. 

Thefe  injefllons  do  not  effefl  a cure,  by  pof- 
feffing  any  fpecific  quality  for  eradicating  the. 
venereal  virus,  but  merely  from  their  aftringenqy.j 
they  give  a preternatural  hardnefs  to  the  parts, 

C and' 
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aod  render  them  Ids  fufceptible  of  the  venereal 
fti’mulus,  till  partly  by  the  epereafed  fecretion 
from,  the  lacunae,,  and  partly  by  the  injeftion,  the 
venereal  virus  is  taken  away,  by  walking  off  the 
mucus  of  the  urethra,  with  which  it  was  blended. 

' Tt  is  in  this  mariner  that  aftringent  injeflions 
afe  .capable  of  Curing  a gonorrhoea  ; but  it  is  not 
in  this  manner  that  mercury  effeds  a cure : the 
the  walking  away  th.e  venereal  virus,  and  the 
e.radicating  it,  is  very  different  the  firft  may  be 
accomplilhed  by  an.  aftringent  injeftion  only, 
when  it  is  lodged  on  a fuperfic.ial  membranous 
furface,  before  it  has  caufed  ulceration,  and 
mixed  with  the  general  circulation  : that  of  era- 
dicating, can  be  done  by  the  proper  ulc  of  mer- 
cury only,  wkich  will  always  bq  attended  with 
the  fame  fuccefs,  whether  the  venereal  virus  is 
lodged  on  an  ejfternal  furface,  or  mixed  with  the 
circulation,  in  general : and  however  this  method 
of  curing  a gonorrhoea  by  aftringent  injedions- 
only,  may  be  extolled,  tlie  propervfky  it  has  in 
all  cafes  to  create  local  mifehief,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  it’s  fecuring  the  habit  afterwards,  are 
infurmountable  objedions,  and  will  always  carry 
with  it  the  appearance  of  prefumption,  while  we 
are  pofl'effed  of ~ that  infallible  lixcific  for  vene- 
real- virus — mercury— the  judicious  ule  of  whick 
wilL  not  be  liable  to  bring  on  any  additional 
cgmplaints,  and  will  be  attended  wi.tk  ^ pleaf^. 
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ing  fatisfaftion,  both  to  patient  and  furgeon, 
that  the  habit  wib  always  be  fecured  By ‘it,  in 
future. 

J . ■ ^ 

Since  then  the  moft  prudent  method  of  ciiting 
a gonorrh'sea  is,  by  a careful  and  judicious  life 
of  mercury,  both  with  refpedl  to  the  local  com- 
plaint, as  well  as  for  the  future  fafery  of  the 

'habit : it  is  necclTarv  to  examine  which  is  the 

¥ 

beft  method  of  introducing  that  medicine ; a va- 
Hecy  of  ways  have  been  propofed,  but  I Ihall 
confine  my  pbfervations  to  thofe  moft  frequently 
pradiced  in  curing  the  gonorrhoea,  namely  that 
‘of  giving  calomel  by  the  mouth,  joined  with 
pther  cooling  medicines  f ?nd  the  ufe  of  calomel 
by  ifijsdron.  * - r - • • ' 

The  firft  ftep  thought  abfoluteiy  neceflary  to- 
wards the  cure  of  a gonorrhoea  is,  to  fubduc 
what  are  Called  the  inhammatory  fymptOms  of  it; 
and  indeed  with  many  this  is  almoft  ‘the  only 
objed  in  view  for  fome  time  ; to  effed  it  tlie 
body  is  kept  in  a conftant  ftate  of  purging.  By 
lenitive  eleduary,  jalap,  &c.‘  thefc  are  afiifted 
by  cream  of  tartar,  or  nitre,  and  fdmetrmes 
both ; calomel  is  given  very  fparingly  ; for  the 
•eradicating  the  venereal  virus,  feems  to  be  a 
‘fecondary  confideration,  that  may  be  fafely  o- 
rnitted  unti^  thefe  fymptoms  arc  in  fome  meafurc 
.gone  off. 
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- proper  time  when  the  calomel  m^y  be 

given  more  freely,  and  the  eradicatino;  the  vene- 
real  virus  may  be  attempted  without  danger  of 
hazarding  the  parts  to  violent  returning  indamma- 
to  the.  diferetion  of  the  {jirgeon^  who 
tirne  from  the  cefiii- 
tion  or  the  inflammatory  fymptotns,  but  moft  fre;- 
.ROently  from  the  length  of  time ; for  the  fa<5^ 
.is,  that  the  fymptoms  ufually  called  inflammatoiy, 
conflantly  increafe  during  the  ufe  of  the  purging 
and  faline  medicines  only.  I have  known  tbefe 
medicines  given  to  prevent  the  inflamrnatory 
betore  they  appeared,  merely  on  a 
,£ippofltion  that  a gonorrhoea  was  contradled^ 
but  without  effcfl:,  the  fymptoms  were  equally 
fevere,  if  not  more  fo,  than  if  no  fuch  precau- 
tion had  been  taken. 

« t, 

./That  the  gonorrhoea  dqes  fometimes  entirely 
difappear,  in  a ..very  few  days,  during  the 
.continuance  of  tliefe  medicines,  I can  produce 
, fiances ; but  they  happen  fo  very  feldom,  that 
. I,fhould  think  they  were  brought  about,  • rather 
, by  the  help  of  a good  conftitution,  than  any 
fingular  advantage  from  thefe  medicines.  * 

. , . • , from 

T ?.j:^cnop,  after  ^having  conneftion^.  with  a fufpiclous  per- 
dbn,  has  on  hcjit  of  urine,  chordec,  and  a difcoloured  runnir.r, 
•^gether  with  an  inflammatioii*  orthe  parts,  it  is  dlways  taken  fbr 
;g?rant;ed  .tjtat  it  is  v? ncrejil,  byt  thcle  fytnptpms  dp  very  frequentiy 
J^rife  without  any  fuch  Infcaion  f fuch  inflamroaton'  fymptonw, 

^ ^ ’ wht(fh 
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From  the  gpneral  prevalency  of  this  praftice, 
one  Hiould  b.^  led  to  fuppole,  that  it  was  ablb- 
.jutely  infallible,  did  not  daily  experience  con- 
yince  us  ot  the  contrary  5 for  notwiljhftanding 
the- early,  life  of  thcfe  medicines  in  a gonorrhoea, 
before  the  inflarri’matpry  fymptoms  a|"e  arrived  to 
any  great  height,  they  feldom,  if  ever,  are 
found  capable  of  removing  them,  when  in  tl;is 
flight  degree  ■ the  chordee  comes  on,  the  he^t 
of  urine  encreafes,  and  inftead  of  being  confinefi 
p the  particular  fpot  it  was  at  fjrft, ..  extends 
further  up  the  ufethra.  All  this  is  fubmitted  to, 
and  looked  upon  as  additiorial  complaints  that 
muft  happen  of  courfe.  ■ ■ . 

f 

A fortnight  or  three  weeks  are  generally  elapf- 
ed  before  the  patient  can  boaft  of  any  "material 
alteration,  but  before  that  time,  the  calomel  is 
given  more  freely.  After  a continuance  of  thefe 
niedicines  for  five  pr  fix  weeks,  very  feldom 
lefs,  but  frequently  much  longer,  the  heat  of 
urine  is  no'  longer  complained  of;  the  chordee 
ceafes  to  be  troublefome,  the  running  from  fie- 

”,  ; ‘ ’ ^"5 

which  are  often  from  exccfs,  and  a difpofition  of  the  habit  to  in- 
flammation, may  be  always  allayed  by  keeping  the  body  open,  reli, 
abfteniious  living,  and  thetife  of  diluting  liquors  ; or  if  the  ir.flani- 
matioh  is  hot  very  great,  a mildly  alfrlngen't  injection  will  remove 
it  in  a few  hours  ; it  is  thefe  kind  of  gonorrheeas  which  fb  fpeedily 
yield  to  fuch  local  applications.  I have  feen  feveral  gleets  from 
caufe,  without  any  previous  inflammation,  which  werq 
Removed  by  the  bark,  and  an  aftiingent  inje6Uon»  ' 
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ing  thin,  ‘and  miic^h*  in  quantity,  becomes  thick, 
•and  much  lefs-^the  inflamatory  fymptoms  arc 
thought  to  be  gone^bUt  during  the  firft  five 
weeks,  it  is  common,  for  the  patient  to  make 
'much  coniplaint  of  an'  acute  pain  near  the  bot- 
tom of  the  urethra,  aTidf  hr  his  groin  ; complaints 
which  are  generally  unnoticed  by  the  furgeon,  or 
ranked  among  the  general-' conlequences  of  in- 
flammation ; it  may  oftentimes  be  fo,  but  I am 
'inclined  to  think,  it  will  frequently  be  found  the 
fymptoi-ns  of  a very  ferious  change  ; and  that  it 
prognofticates  an  effed  to  have  taken  place, 
-which  it  behoves- the  furgeon  to  pay  the  utmofi: 
attention  to  : I believe  it  is  often  a fign  that  thfe 
venereal  virus  has  caufed  an  excoriation  in  the 
.urethra,  which,  from  it’s  long  retention  upon, 
and  conftant  ftimulating,  it  is  feme  times  capable 
of  doing. 

But  to  return  to  the  cure — Upon  a qeflation 
of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  the  purging,  to- 
gether'with  t,h(;  cooling  falts,  are  difcontinued; 
and  noth'mg  is  fuppofed  to  remain  now,  but  to 
eradicate  the  venereal  virus,  which  being  ac- 
complilhedj  it  is  thought  the  running  will  ge- 
nerally ccafe  of  courfe,’as  it  is  taken  for  grant- 
ed, that  it  even  now  depends  upon  that  fli- 
mplus. 


Here 
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Here  again  we  are  in  the  dark,  and  a6ling  upon 
tlie  greatefl:  uncertainty  i the  length  of  time  it 
may  require  to  perfift  in  the  ufc  of  the  calomel, 
before  the  end  may, be  accomplifhed,  and  wc 
can  for  a certainty  declare  the.  conftitution  fe- 
cure,  is  utterly  unknown  -,'we  have  no  criterion 
from  which  we  may  form  our  judgment,  but  by 
the  running,  the  eontinuance  of  which  is  very 
different  in  every  conftitution — In  the  ftrong  and 
healthy,.  It  will  entirely  ceafe,  in  a few  days  after 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  difappear  j but  this 
happens  fo  very  leldom,  after  this  kind  of  treat- 
ment, that  we  can  by  no  means  fay,  it  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  fuch  fuccefs. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  more  frequently  the 
cafe,  that  after  the  moft- rigid  perfeverance  in 
the  ufe  ‘of  calomel,  or  fome  ochet  mercurial 
preparation,  for  a very  confiderable  length  ot 
time;  the  patient;  inftead  of  finding' himfelf  the 
better,  for  fuch  a long  and  tedious  difcipline, 
complains  of  being  fo  much  weakened,  as  to  be 
hardly  able  to  go  about  his  bufmefs ; he  has  a 
conflant  and  univerfal  trembling,  but  the  runn- 
ing remains,  with  this  only  difference,  that  it  is 
Ibme  times  thinner. 

While  he  is  m this-  ftate,  and  without  'any 
previous  fupprefiion  of  the  running,  it  is  no  un- 
common thing.  tQ:  :have  an  additional  and  un- 
^ look- 
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looked  for  complaint~a  bubo— which  will  now 
and  then  fink  under  a little  mercurial  ointment, 
but  moft  commonly  fuppurates,  when  it  feldom 
fails  to  give  much  trouble,  and  to  put  on  the 
appearance  of  a true  venereal  ulcer. 

j < 

But  if  no  bubo  fliould  arife,  the  general 
weaknefs  and  debility  of  the  habit,  gives  the 
furgeon  the  firft  idea  of  a gleet;  mercurials 
arc  therefore  at  length  laid  afide,  and  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fome  of  the  balfams,  and  an  aftrin- 
gent  injeftion,  the  running  ceafes,  and  the  pa- 
tient gets  welL 

I appeal  to  every  praflitioner  who  attempts 
the  £ure  of  the  gonorrhoea  by  internal  medi- 
cines alone,  if  what  I have  juft  ftated,  is  not  a 
true  and  impartial  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch 
pradice  ; if  they  have  not  often  lamented  the 
inefficacy  of  fuch  means,  and  if  they  cannot  re- 
colleft  frequent  inftances  where  their  patients, 
from  being  firong  and  healthy,  from  the  con- 
tinued ufe  of  mercurials,  have  .become  weak  and 
fickly  ; and  u|)on  a difcontinuance  of  that  me- 
dicine, they  have  always  recovered  their  health 
and  ftrength. 

The  invariable  rule  of  purging  indiferiminate- 
Jy  in  al)^  habits,  is  certainly  very  injudicious.— 
i he  infla.nimation  may  now  and  then  in  fanguinc 

habits, 


(•  !>■  ) 

habits,  where  there  is  a particular  difpofitioh.co' 
inflammation,  run  high  upon  the  flighted  irrita- 
tion, and  be  produ'dive  of*  complaints  that'will 
claim  our  whole  and  immediate  *attc"ntion  i*'biic 
when  fuch  cafes  occur,  the  medicines  *jud"  men- 
tioned will  be  found  very  infufficient  to- allay' 
them. 

r ••  , » r’’  f ^ ■ * * • * 

i ■ < 7 5; 

By  this  mode  of  pradice, ‘the  habits  •'^are  fo 
weakened  and  impaired,  as  to  render  therrt  miiehT 
more  fufceptible  of  the  venereal  dimulus,  and 
when  mercury  is  given,  it’s  adion"  will  be 
found  much  more  uncertain,  than  if  fuch -me- 
thod had  never  been  purfued.  * " * - .. 

Cream  of  tartar,  nitre,  and  all  faline,  prepara- 
tions, however  cooling  they  may  be,  mud„bci 
preferibed  in  this  particular  complaint,j  rather 
from  cudom,  than  from  any  pari;icular, advan- 
tages ever  obferved  from  their  ule  j they  always 
encreafe  the  irritation,  and  are 'often  the  caufe  of 
4ddicional  complaints,  which  withouc.?their  ufc, 
would  never  have  happened  their  adion  is  chief- 
ly on  the  urinary  paflages,  and  for  this  very  reafon 

;;i,  ■ .they-' 

. r i.i  i 

••  In  filch  debilitated  habits,  a very’fmall  quantity  of  mercury, 
in  whatever  manner  it  is  exhibited,  is  apt  very  fooq  to  affect  Uie 
falivary  glands,  occifion  a dianhaea,  attended  with  very  violent 
gripings,  or  to  weaken  the  patient  by  violent  peripiratiops. 

f An  hernias  humoralis  feldom  fails  to  come  opi  dtiripg-tb* 
ufc  of  thefe  kind  of  m«4>cincs,  , i ‘ 
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arc.  improper,  bccajiifc  they  cannot  on 
them  .without  ftlmiilatlng  ihcin,  and  making  the 
qrine;m9re.fharp,  which  muft  of  courfe  add  to 
the- irritation,  and.confequently  increare  that  in- 
fl^mation  which  it  was  dcfignqd  they  Ihould- 
relieve.  * 

• •w  K,f  . ^ ) « 

* V * 

Altho*  it  may  be  faid,  that  by  this  method 
gpnorrhqsas  arcr'daily  cured,  yet  it  cannot  bc 
proved  that  it. is, the  beft,  or  the  moft  rational.  . 

f f I # «. 

- f ■ *-  • • • 

. a, cure,  is, .-brought  about  by  this  plan, 

it  js;;by-the  vcpereal  virus,  being  deftroyed  by  the 
long  continued  ufo  of  mercury,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  conftitution,  and  afterward  by  the  ufc  of 
ftrengthening  'ragdidnes,  &t  the  purpofc  of 
bracing. up  the  habit  irii general  j che»other , me-: 
dicines  usually  joined  with  the  mercury!,  axe  for 
the- moft  part,  fq  fajf.  "from  haftening  the  cure, 
they  are\  rjuite  infufScient  ' tblahfwer  the  defign 
they  arc  intended,- ^and-g^ierally  prolong  the 
complaints.-  ’ d ,.;! 

i.T-hfi  internal  ufc_  of  , mercury  - alone,  for  the 
c\jrcK)f  this  local  difeala,  muft  be  always  tedi- 
ous i is  both  hazardous  and  very  uncertain,  and 
by-no  rneans  the  .moft  fpeedyi  or  thcjmoft.efReaci- 
bus  that  can  be  made  ufe  of : a lOng-contmucd  ufe 

• • . •*  * t « . 

is  fife^ucBtly obfersMcl ‘to- pafc  off 'witEihe;.tmB9, .’in-tn 
nndinblved  (late,  whicii  muft  cerwsitily, . in.  a goobcihoea,  give 
meft  violent  pain,  and  inereafe  tJic  inflammation  of  tke  urethia. 
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of  it  as  in  this  method,  is  hurtful  to  the  con- 
llicution, ' and  fbme  difdlarge  from  the  urethra 
will  continue ; nay,  be  often  increafed  a 
rigid  jjerfcverance  in  the  ufe  of  it,  and  will  ndt 
ceafe  But  by  the  difcontinuance  of  it,  and  by  the 
proper  adminiftration  of  fuch  medicines  as  ftreng'- 
then  the  habit  in  general.  ’ 

Many  pra<3;itioners  having  fo  often  ejc;perierK 
ced  the  tedioufnefs  and  uncertainty  of  the  method 
juft  treated  of,  have  been  Induced  to  ulc  calomel 
in  an  inje(ftion.  . 

Calomel  injeftions  are  very  freqitently  made 
ufe  of,  yet  very  feldom  with  lefs  impunity  than 
aftringenrs.  There  is  a well  known  maxim  in, 
furgery  • remove  'the  caufe,  and  the  efFe(ft  will 
ceafe  i the  maxim  is  certainly  good,  but  it  does 
by  no  means  imply,  that  it  may  be  always  tm- 
mediately  or  haftily  attempted  : calomel  in  aii 
inje<ftion,  is  no  doubt  made  ufe  of,  with  a view 
of  deftroying  the  venereal  virus  j if  it  is  applied 
for  that  purpofe,  to  any  part  but  that  concerned 
in  the  gonorrhosa,  it  would  be  attended  with  much 
fpeedier  fuccefe,  as  in  a gonorrhoea  it  requires 
much  care,  left  it  fhould  inflame  the  tender 
furface  of  the  urethra. 

Injedions  which  have  calomel  for  the  bafis-  of 
their  compofition,  tho^  mixed  with  them  in  si 
■ much 
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much  lefs  quantity  than  is  ufual,  will  feldom  fail 
to  occafion  more . or  , jefs  mifchief— They  give 
great  pain  i increafe  th^,|inflammation  *,  and  are 
too  frequently  the  caufe  of  fuppreflions  of  urine, 
.abfeeffes  in  perinaeo,  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  and 
inguinal  glands  : and  they,  are  very  capable  of 
excoriating  the  urethra,  a circumftance  which 
Ihould  be  guarded  againft  as  much  as  poffible  in 
every,  gonorrhoea.  r i ‘ 

; . ''  ' i- 

Tho’  injedions,  loaded  with  , calomel,  are 

often  produ6live  of  the  fame  complaints,  as  a- 
ftringent  injedtions  j yet  the  calomel  has  this 
particular  difadvantage,  that  when  it  has  fuppref- 
fed  the  running,  by  canfing  a violent  increafe  of 
inflammation  j yet  in  the  grofs  powder  in  which 
it  is  generally  thrown  into  thp  urethra  (tho*  by 
a confl.ant'ufe  of  it,  ev'qn  in  this  form,  it  will 
de^roy  the  venereal  virus,  yet  it  has  not  the 
power  lil^e  them.,  of  defending  the  urethra,  and 
rendering  l;he  parts  Ids  capable  of  being  afFe6led 
by  the  venereal  virus  : but  on  the  contrary,  the 
inflamed  iifethra  is  ;.tnore  fufceptible  of  that  fti- 
m ulus, than  before,  and  js  more  likely  to  be  ul- 
cerated by  it — and  as  the  urethra  has  a double 
llimulus,  namely  the  calomel  and  venereal  virus, 
the  inflammation  will  moft  commonly  run  higher. 
A proper  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  gonorr- 
hoea, and " a careful  'obfervauce  df  the  efieftS  it 
produces,'  and  the  pfi^rrs  which  nature  always 

makp$ 
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makes  to  relieve  hcrfclf,i!will  very  much  afiift  in 
cftablifliing  the  mofl;  ratioaial  method  of  cur- 
ing it.  V j ' ' ; ,n  : nnjiUi/j 

:},i  . v;  rr:  i/j-il  / ! -Jte  i 

Id  the  firft  place.it  is  to.,  he  :confidefed,  ,th[at 
there  is  the.  venereal  virus,  ra  very  adtiye:  ftmu- 
ius,  lodged  upon  a very  fine  membranous 'fur- 
face,  upon  (Which  open^  an  infinite  number 'of 
lacunae,,  that  conftantly.  emit  a certain  quan<» 
tity  of  a thick  tenacious  fluid,  to  prevent  it  from 
growing  dry;  over- this  fluid  the  urihe  loaded 
with  it?s  falts,  occafionally  paflTes  without  irritat- 
ing the  membranous  lining  of  the  urethra^ 
when  the  parts  are  in  a natural  healthy  ftate : 
but  in  the  gonorrhoea  it  becomes  more  or  Icfs 
inflamed ; nature  endeavours  to^  defend  the“  in- 
flamed part,  ‘by  increafing  the  fecretion  from  the 
lacunse,  which  in  a healthy  ftate  is*  capable  of 
being  done  with- a' much  lefs  quantity.  ‘ ‘ ’ 

, *i  • 1 ■-  . I - . ' . i... 

It  is  clear  therefore,  that  this  difeharge;  fo  far 
from  being  prejudicial;  is' at  this  time  really'falu- 
tary and ‘whatever  is  applied,  either  to’lelTen 
or  < fupprefs  ‘ it,  while  the  ftimulus  remains  in' 
force,  will  do  much  harm ; not  only  in  corrimit- 
ing  a violence  to  nature,  by  forcibly  refifting 
her  efforts,  but  the  internal  furface  of  the  urethra 
will  be  quite  deprived  of  it’s  natural  defence,  at- 
a time  it  ismore  particularly  neceflTary  ; the.urine 
iwiU  cpnfequcntly  ftimulatc  moie  ?han  ufual,  and 

the 
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the  Venereal  virus  ”wrll, be  left  to ‘ad  the 

membrane  more  forcibly,  and- may  - probably 
caufe  an  excoriation,  and  abforption  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  may  take  place ; and  however  capa- 
ble; any  injediwi  '^ay*  be  thought  of*  fupplying 
it^s  place, !-howevctr,fuffiGienc  it  may  be  fuppofed 
to  be  to  prevent  theie  ill  'confeqqcnces,  there  is 
certainly  no  . artificial;  prefervative  fo  proper  as 
that  which  nature  Supplies  the  part- with.* 

, ll  . iO'- 

v^(%er^al  virU5  has.gaiped.adniiflion 
intQ;t;^e  urethra  it  adheres  to,  ^and  ip  retained 
by  tlm  natutai  mpcvip,  ^yhiefi  fmear&  that 
canal.  - • n . : ■ - : 

: . ■ • -^ja.oovd 

It  moft  commp^Jy^  fpme  time 

before  itjs  perceiv^4i  th?  length  of  time  that  it 
continues  in  this  apparently  inactive  ftate,  is 
very  different,  it  entirely  upon,  the  con- 

flilution  of  the  perfon  who  receives  it*;  in  gene- 
ht  is,  ab^qt  /evea  or,  eight  days,  very  ^re- 
qyqntly  o)uch: . loqger it  Ihews  itfelf  by  an 
p,neafy  ^iod  of  titilJatipn  jpft,  v(ithin  the  urethra, 
qnd,  ih?’  Perfon  ,cap . hardly ; fotbeat;  rubbing  the 
jpait:  from  d^i^.^inae  the  uripe  is<  found  to  fcaldt 
a htde  i3t  tha^  pa^r,  and  a<  linali  quantity  of 
prepst-oatuf^difeh^rg^^  ipay,;  be  - exprefied  froto 

f'  i I ■>  i . 

■ '."  ■I . ‘ 1 • 

Thvs^  discharge,  which,  is  from-  the  lacunae,  ii 

Qccafioned  by  the  irritation  of  the  venereal  virus 
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rendered  mildi  by  being  mixid  with.*  the  nai'iiraP 
mucus  of  the  urcthra.v  >^  . > ,»  <> . ;rrrr; '■  i 

, The  fy.mptomS,  a!s  tbdy  conftahtly  and  regu*' 
larly  arifcjiare  fufficieht  to  convince  any  .body,* 
that  the  difcharge  is  at  firft  brought- on  by  ifri-' 
rather  than  inflammation  ; the  titillatidrf  or 
always  perceived  antecedent  to  any  other 
fymptpm,  • proves  that  the.  adion  of  the  venereal 
virus  is  by.  irritation  j the  inflammation^that  Comes 
on  afterwards,  is  an  attendant  fymptom>  vyhich : 
anfes  only  in  confequence  of  the  great  .irritation. . 

Jhe  irritation  is  at  firft  confined itO-^ one  'par-< 
ticular  fpot,  which-  is  generally  about  hdlf^  an^ 
inch  or  an  inch  on  the  under  pare  of-  the  penls,^ 
but  if  not  prevented,  gradually  extends  further 
up.  the- urethra.  . , 

Wherever  the  venereal  virus  ads,  -the  orifices 
of  tl^  lacunae  become  fomewhat  thickened  and; 
inflamed^  and  upon  the  greater  or  lefs’degree  of- 
irritation  from  the  venereal  virus,  > upon- thef^ 
fccreting  veftels,  depend  the  quantity and  cpn’> 

fillence  of  the  difcharge  in  a gonorrl^  if  l;he: 
habit  is  weak,  the  irritation  will-be  great,  and' the! 
running  will  always  be  large  in  quantity,,  and,, 
very  , thin  in  quality  ; and  as,  the  irrimion'  and  * 
confequent  inflammation  go.  off,  it  will  gradually,’ 
get  thicker.  ' ‘ 
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' The:  greater ' or' Icfs  degree  of  irritation  and 
inflammation,  depend  very  much  on  die  habit  i 
the  venereal  virus  will  always  be  found  to  aft 
mofl:  powerfully,  on  relaxed  delicate  habits,  and 
thofe  natu*^lly  endued  with,  great  irritability; 
and  it  is"  not  improbable,  but  in  thefe  kind 
•and  iri  fcrophulous  habits,  and  thefe  weakened 
and  impaired  by  any  difeafe,  but  that  the  natu- 
ral fecretions  are  rendered  thinner,  and  therefore 
Icfs  able  to  counteraft  any  ftimulus — ^and  this 
may  be  the  reafoh,  why  the  venereal  virus  more 
certainly*  takes  effeft,  and  makes  greater'  havock 
in  thefe  debilitated  habits,  than  in  the  more 
healthy  and'robufl:,  which  are  frequently  feen 
capable  of  overcoming  the  milder  ftages  of  the 
difeafe,  without  any  aflaftance  from  art. 

As  all  the  fymptoms  in  a gonorrhcea  depend 
from  one  caufc,  namely  the  venereal  virus,  it 
will  be  naturally  fuggefted,  that  a removal  of 
it  from  the  urethra,  by  walking  it  away,  will 
immediately  prevent  any  further  bad  cffefts 
from  it,  and  remove  the  prefcnt ; if  this  ‘COuld 
be  fafely  done  in  every  ftage  of 'the  gonorrhoea, 
it  unqueftionably  would.  But  the  venereal  vi- 
rus- is  always  fo  minutely  blended  with  the  mucus 
pf  thc«  urethra;  that-it  is  impolTible  ever  to  walh 
away  the  one  without  the  other  *,  a^d  the  mucus 
is.  of  fo  peculiar  a nature,  that  no  injeftion  ut- 

- • - . tcrljr 
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torly  inofFcnftve,  yet  known,  willanfwer  that 
purpofe. 

Moft.  of  the-aftfingent  injedlTons  will,  by  fre<* 
quent  repetition,  wafh  it  off,  but  the  ufeof  them, 
as  I have  before  obferved,  is  fo  very  hazardous, 
that  after  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  have  once 
fliewn  themlelvcs,  they  arc  much  better  avoided. 

It  is  but  fcldom  that,  application  is  made,  to  a 
furgeon,  before  the  running  appears,  and  the 
r inflammatory  fymptoms  have  made  fomc  pro- 
grefs  ; the  gonorrhoea  is  generally  confirmed. 

But  if  application  fhould  be  made  upon  a 
ftrong  prefumption  that  a gonorrhoea  is ’con- 
trafted,  or  at  a time  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
■have  fcarce  made  their  appearance,  and  are  in  their 
very  earlieft  (late,  the  ufe  of  a proper  injedion, 
with  a view  of  wafhing  away  the  venereal  virus 
• and  mucus-  together,  will  then,  and  then  only, 
be  the  moft  rational  method  of  proceeding,  and 
will,  for'the  moft  part,  be  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs— a gonorrhoea,  with  all  it’s  confequences, 
' will  often  be  prevented. 

But  after  the  running  is  particularly  noticed,' 
and  the  inflammatory  lymptoms  arc  more  than 
flight,  fuch  injedions  become  highly  improper, 
and, the  ufe  of  them  will  be  attended  with  thofc 
bad  confequences  before  reprefented, 
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r . ^The  idea  of  walhing  away  the  venereal  virus 
muft  be  now  laid  afidc. — Another  method  mull 
be  purfued  ; from  this  time,  the  inflamed  parts 
’b^'  conftahtly  liable  to  excoriate  from  any 
^Jharp  injeftion^  and  the  venereal  virus  liable  to 
^ gain  admiffion  into  the  habit  ;*  and  no-body  can, 
iirorn  this  period,  ever,  with  propriety,  anfwer  for 
..the  future  fafety  of  the.  habit,  unlefs  the  venereal 
virus  is  eradicated  by  a proper  and  judicious  ad- 
r miniftration  of  mercury. 

r* 

The  aftion  of  mercury  on  the  venereal  virus, 
is^  peculiar  to  itfelf,  it  refills  the  irritation  of 
that  ftimulus,  by  deftroying  the  ftimulating 
. body,  and  it  is  the  only,  medicine  yet  known, 
. that  is  capable  of  deftroying  itj  the  moft  com- 
I mon  preparation  now  ufed  for  a gonorrhoea,  is 
calomel  j but  the  misfortune  of  it  is,  tho*  it 
^ is  an  antidote  for  the  poilbn  itfelf,  yet  it  is  far 
. from  being  fo  to  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  the 
■poifon  o^aftons — calomel  is  itfelf  a very  active 
. ftimulus,  and  when  applied  to  the  urethra  in  too 
.grpfs  a form,  or  in  too  great  a quantity,  much 
^m.ifchief  may  be  done  by  jt. — The  propriety  of 
ufing  it  in  an  injection,  ..depends  in  a great  mca- 
fure,  upon  tire  carefully  and  properly  mixing  it. 

‘ Altho* 

r i 

The  Arethra  Is  much  more  Kabls  to  be  excoriated  by  a 
fhai^J  injfftioh,  and  illceiated  by  thfe  Vercreal  virus,  when  ii> 
tnn  itiflanied  (late,  than  when  uninflamed,  and  Ulceration  is  the 
bdi  furlace  Anatomifts  know  of  foroblorpilon# 
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Alcho*  mercury  is  the  only  medicine  that 'tan 
be  called  a fpecific  for  the  venereal  virus,  tho* 
it  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  depended  liport 
for  totally  eradicating  it,  yet  it  fhould  not  he 
inferred  from  thence,'  that  all  others  are  entirely 
ufelefs ; there  are  fome  which,  tho*  not  capable 
of  eradicating  it  from  the  fyftem,  arc  neverthe»- 
lefs  able,  by  fheathing  the  parts  (without  comr 
minting  any  violence  to.  them)  to' counteradt  it*s 
irritating  property  for  a time ; and  tho*  it^s 
cffedls  are  not  permanent,  yet  fo  long  as  they 
do  continue,  they  will  always  relieve  die  inftani- 
inatory  fymptoms,  and  if  repeated,  will  contin- 
ually impede  the  aftion  of  the  venereal  viVus, 

. till  by  a flow  and  cautious  adminiftration  of  ids 
more  cffedlual  antidote,  mercury,  it  is  entirely 
deftroyed.  . ^ » 

I have  juft  obferved,  that  the  aftion  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus,  was  by  irritation— ^there  is  no  medi- 
cine yet  found  fo  capable  of  appcafing  arid  pre- 
venting irritation, . cfpeci^ly  when  attended  wit^ 
^inflammation,  as  opium  j that  his  to  be  depend- 
ed upon  in  moft  difeafes,  where  there  is  great 
irritation,  I believe  every  body  will  allow  ; it  is 
equally  efficacious  in  appeafing  irritation  from 
venereal  virus,  and  it’s  ufc  will  be  found  in  a 
, 'gonorrhoea;  attended  with  as  many  advantages 
as  even  mercury  itfelf^  ' ' " ' 
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f Small  dozes  of  it  have  been  long  ago  recom- 
tnended  in  the  gonorrhcea,  .when  the  pain  has 
been  great,  and  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  run 
high  j but  fmail  dozes  are  infufficient  to  an  Twer 
the'  purpofe ; the  venereal  virus  is  always  par- 
ticularly irritating,  and  will  always  require  .full 
dozes,  thaf'muft  be  perfifted  in  j when  the  inr 
flammatory  Tymptoms  appear  even  flight,  till 
they  are  quite  overcome,  if  opium  is  thus  made 
life  of;  it’s  cfFedl  will  be  found  as  conftantly 
and  as  uniformly  fucpefsful  as  in  all  other  irritr 
able  inflammatory  complaints. 

*i  . . 

The  advantages  derived  from  the  ufe  of  opium 
in  a gonorrhoea,  are  not  confined  to  the  free  and 
• conftant  admipiflration  qf  it  internally  ; for  when 
ufed  in  a proper  injedlion,  it  immediately  gives 
cale,  and  never  fails  to  relieve  and  abate  the  in- 
•flammatory  lymptoms,  . I have  feen  feveral  in-" 
•llances  wher£  very  virulent  gonorrhoeas  have  foon 
dil'^ppeared  upon  the  free  ufe  of  ir,  without  one 
gram  of  mercury  being  taken. 

1 would  not  by  any  nicans  have  it  luppofed 
that. I intend  to  introduce  it  as  a lubilitute  for 
mercury  ; for  though  ’jc  rpay  now  and  then>  af- 
fiftcd  by  a good  conftitution,  capable  of  cu- 
ring  a gonorrhpea^  yet  in  general  I know  that  it 
^ili  be  found  of  itifclf  infuflicipc,  Neidier  opiuqi 

nof 
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nor  mercyry  relied  on  feparately  Will'  be  able'to 
ftop  the  running  in  a gonorrhoea  in  every  con* 
ftitution.  ; i;  ; *J  r .r 

• 4 » i . 

If  mercury  and  opium  are  made  ufe  of  toge» 
ther,  both  internally  and  in  an  injeflion,  they 
greatly  aflift  each  other  i by  being' thus  blended^ 
the  mercury  is  rendered  more  fafe  and  fpeedy  in 
it’s  fuccefs,  and  the  opium,  much  more  effejftual; 

The  common  opinion  that  the  inflammatory 
/y  mptpms.of  a virulent  gonorrhcea,  are  always  to  be 
fubdued  by  the  ufe  of  cooling  purges,  abftemious 
living^  4nd  the  ule  pf  fallne-medecines-,  is  a very 
erroneous  one;  fome  cooling  purgative  m^ypn^ 
doubtedly  l)o  fometimes-  very  neceflary,  who^Jn 
fanguine  habits  the  fymptoms  run  high  in  coftlcr 
quence  of  fuch  a difpofition  to  inflame,  and  abftir 
nence  from  all  high  feafoned  food  and  fpiritous  li- 
quors, right,  but  by  paying  that  whplp:  and  im- 
mediate attention  in  every  conftitution,-  ,to  the 
inflammation,  it  attacking  a fymprom  only  : if 
it  is  confidered  as  the  confcqucnce  of,  and  de- 
pendent upon  violent  irritation,  it  muft  be  clear, 
that  fuch  inflammatory  fymptoms  cannot  be  al- 
layed, fo  long  as  the  venereal  virus  remains-; 
and  that  the  moft  rigid  perfe  verapce  in  the 
antiphlpglftiq  plan,  can  never  reniove  if,  but 
fppft  rather  increafe  thau  diminifli  it, 

If 
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» Ilf  inftcad  therefore  of  debilitating  the  habit, 
by  unnecefiary  purging,  and  adding  frefh  irri* 
ration  to  the  inflamed  parts,  if  inftcad  of 
giving  medicines  that  do  this,  thofe  of  the  more 
lubricating^  kind  arc  fubflifuted,  the  fecretioti  of 
kidneys  will  not  be  increafed  by  them,  thd 
urine  that  is  fecreted,  will  be  made  -lefs  acrirao4 
nioiis  and  irritating : if  our  ‘Utnfeift  endeai 
Vour,  by  every,  means  both  local  and  tge-neral,-  to 
countera6t  the  irritation  of  the  venereal  virus. 
Tender  the  h'aBit  ‘Iitrie  fufcepdbl^  of”  it  as 
poffibk  at  the  fame  time  we  are  by  the  propef 
introduftion  of  mercury  idiftroying  it  ;'  our  me‘- 
dieifnts  Win  be  calculated;  to  footh  for  the  pre- 
Ibrrt  the  ‘ inflammatory  p'arts,  by  lubricating 
them  ‘ and.  Iheathing  ithem  from  the  venereal 
virus;^  and  to  deftroy  the- primary  c aufe  on  which 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  depend, 

' The  in'flammabioh  ac'cbmpanying  a ^gohorr- 
”btfea'ife  unqueftionablylwal  i it  isconfltied  to  the 
membra  ne  that  lines  the  urerfma;^  k is  not  caufed 
by  any  internal  ftimulus  thrown  upon  that  parr, 
efrom  any  drfeafe  of  the  habit.  But  it  is  caufed 
•by  an  extrenadus  body  applied  to  the  urethra, 
•which  is  poffcffed  of  a tlitnulating  property  in  a 
• very  great  degree,  and  is-  called  Venereal  virus. 
;It  is  evident  therefore,  that  fo  k)6g  as  the  ftimu- 
, los 


, J This  is  to  be  underftood  as  genenilly  the  cafe,  indepem^ent 
of  concomitant  fymptom?. 
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lus  afting,  the  inflammation  rmifl:  continue ; 
our.iirft  invention,  if  it  is  merely  to  fubduc  the 
inflammation,  mufl:  be  confequcncly  inef- 

fectual. 

• ' * ' 

That  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  in  a great 
meafure  fubflde,  upon  the  ufe  of  certain  applica- 
tions, before  the  venereal  virus  is  deftroyed,  js 
unqueftionable.  This  effeft  may  be  fpeedily  ac- 
compliflied  by  two  different  kinds  of  applica- 
tions, which  a6t  in  very  (different  ways.  The 
firft  is  by  aflringent  or  mild  cauftic  injedlions  i 
the  fecond,  by  a foft  anodyne  lubricating  one^ 

Aflringents  anfwer  the  purpofe,  not  by  pof- 
fefling  any  peculiar  .properties  to  allay  inflam- 
mation, for  if  ufed  too  frequently,  or  tqo 
flrong,  they  will  never  fail  to  increafe  it,  nor 
by  bringing  the  parts  nearer  to  a healthy  (late, 
but  by  violently  conftringing  them,  by  giving 
them  a preternatural  hardnefs,  and  force  to  re- 
fift,  and  be  lefs  fufceptible  of  the  venereal  fti- 
mulus — The  other  by  lubricating  the  urethra, 
by  fhcathing  the  venereal  virus,  and  acting  as 
an  artificial  mucus  to  the  part. 

Moft.  authors  have  condemned  the  life  ot^  in- 
jeftions  in  the  early  Itages  of  the  gonorrhea,*,  and 
^ the  prefent  practitioners  in  general,  havc^  dif- 

local 
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carded  them  as  produftive  of  very  alarming 
local  complaints,  and  deftruftive  to  the  confU- 
tution  in  general.  - i . 

The  injeffions  ufually  made  ufe  of,  and  the 
general  idea  annexed  to  the?  ufe  of  an  injedtion, 
is,  ■ that  it’s  property  muft  be  aflringent,  that  iX 
thUtf  airinjeditidns'  muft  certainly  fupprefs  the 
difeharge  : ' if  injeftidns  poflefling  an  aftringent 
quality,  'ih  any  great  degree,  are  made  ufe  ot, 
they  will  infallibly  have  that  effect,  and  be  the 
caufeof  complaints  more  painful  to  bear,  an;d  as 
difficult  to  gej  rid  of,  as-  the  diie^fe  they  were 
intended  to  remove.  . . 

The  habitVas  thought  endangered,  from  a 
fuppofition  that ‘the  venereal  virus  was  repclfed 
into  the  habit  by  them*.— It  certainly  m'ight  luf- 
fer  now  and  then  upon  fuch  occafions,  but  not 
always,  for  a fupprefred  gonorrhoea  does  by  no 
means  'hecefTanly  produce  a pox  and  when  it 
does  hajjpeh,  it  is  not,  as  was  i'uppofed,  from 
the  fuppfeffion  of  the  running,  but  rather  from 
fome  accid'^ntal  excoriation  in  the  urethra,  which 
the  fharpnefs  of  the  injedion  might  have  occa- 
Coned ; by  this  means  the  venereal  virus  had  an 
opjportunity  of  getting  admittance  into  the  ha- 
bit} for  with  refped  to  it’s  aftringent  quality, 
it  only  afted  on  the  mouths  of 'the  lacunae,  k 

con^ 
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conRringed  them,  and  prevented  them  from 
pouring  out  their  contents,  which  they  are  fti- 
mulated  to  do  in  a much  greater  proportion 
than  ufual ; and  tho’  the  difeharge  from  the 
lacunte  is  greater  than  ufual  in  a gonorrhoea, 
yet  it  is  not  till  after  it  has  efcaped  thefe  veffcls, 
and  is  lodged  in  the  urethra,  that  it  touches 
an4  becomes  contaminated  by  the  venereal  viru?. 

Injedions  become  improper  from,  and  offend 
only  in  their  quality  j and  tho’  rejedled  by  many 
praditioners  as  unneceflary,  and  by  others  as 
hazardous,  yet,  if  properly  fuited  to  the  ftatc 
and  ffage  of  the  gonorrhoea,  they  may  be,  npt 
only  u fed  with’  the  greateft  fafety,  but  the  cure 
will  always  be  expedited  by  them.  , j 

In  forming  the  compofition  of  the  injedion,’ 
we  fliould  take  nature  for  ou,r  guide,  and  imitate 
her  as  much  as  pofiible. — The  defign  of  an  in- 
jeclion  in  the  firft  ftage  of  a gonorrhoea,  fhould 
be  to  countcrad  the  irritation,  to  lubricate  the 
inflammatory  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  to  de- 
fend it  as  much  as  pofTible  from  the  venereal 
virus  1 and  to  deftroy  that  flimulus,  opium,  gum  ~ 
arabic,  and  argentum  vivum  property  dilTolved, 
,and  mixed  according  to  art  in  fome  oleaginous 
fluid,  will  anfwcr  thefe  feveral  purpofes  j to 
thefe  I have  frequently  added,  where  the  difpo- 

F ficion 
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fition  to  inflarae  was  not  great,  a very  few  drops 

" of  extraft  faturn  j which,  when  guarded  by  the 

oil  and  opium,  and  in  the  fmall  quantity  I have 

ufed  it,,  has  never  done  any  harm,  bur  has,  I 

think,  in  debilited  habits,  been  attended  with 

' fome  advantages. 

( 

When  from  any  violent  exercife,  or  the  ufe 
•of  improper  irijeflions,  or  internal:  medicines,  a 
fuppreffion  of  the  running  and  violent  inflam.ma- 
tion  enfues,  which  extends  to  al’r  the  neighbour- 
' ing  parts,  it  may  be  neceltary  to  leave  out  the  arg. 
vivum  ; but  the  injefting  warm  oil  and  opium, 
'frequently  into  the  urethra,  will  be  effentialiy 
-fervrceable.  Bleeding  may  be  premif^d,  and  the 
'body  kept  open  by  glyrters,  which,  in  fuch 
cafes,  is  much  better  than  gunng  medicines  for 
thatpurpofe  by  the  mouth.  Under  fuch  circum- 
ftances, ’no  medicine  whatever  can  be  depended 
upon  fo  properly  as  opium  judi'cioufly  exhibited, 
both  internally  and  externally,  which  (hould  be 
always-;  given  in  full  dozes,  and  be  frequently 
'repeatedj  until  the  pain  and  the  rnflaminatory 
•fyn^ptoms  remit. 

An  injedtion  of  this  kind  ’'will,-  in  every  go- 
jiorrhcea,  haften  the  cure,  which  is  a matter  of 
the  greateft  importance  •,  for  the  longer  the  ve- 
nereal virus  is  iuffered  to  remain  in  the  urethra, 
the  more  liable  it  will  be  to  difeafe  it,  and  the 
habit  more  likely  to  fulfer  from  it ; and  I be- 
lieve it  will  be  found,  that  in  nioft  cafes  where 
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a pox  proceeds  from  a gonorrhoea,  that  it  is  in 
confequence  of  the  great  length  of  time,  either 
from  the  negligence  of  the  patient  himfelf,  or 
his  furgeon  having  trufted  to  internal  medicines 
alone,  that  the  venereal  virus  was  fuffered  to  re- 
main in  the  urethra.  ’ 

'Notwithftanding  fo  much  has  been  faid  in 
favour  of  the  injeiftion,  and  tho*  I have  often 
been  convinced  by  fafts,  that  a gonorrhoea  may- 
be cured  very  fafely  and  effedually  by  it,  yet  i 
am  very  far  from  thinking,  that  the  giving 
medicines  internally,  is  a mere  matter  of  form  : 
I have  frequently  trufted  the'  cure  to  calomel 
and  opium,  given  night  and  morning  in  a pill, 
and  it  has'  generally  removed  what  are  called 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  much  fooncr  than 
any  other  medicine  given  in  this  manner  •,  at  the 
fame  time  a piece  of  fome  foftening  eleiftuary 
was  taken  opcafionally  in  the  courfe  of  the  day> 
to  prevent  coftivenefs  from  thd  ufe  of  the bpium^ 

If  calomel  and  opium,  when  taken  by  the 
mouth,  are  fo  very  tffficacious,  when  aftifted  by 
an  injection  of  fimilar  properties,  the  cure  will 
be  much  fooner  acpompliflied,  than  by  either 
of  tliefe  means  when  fingly  relied  on  and  as 
the  future  fafety  of  the  habit  depends  in  a great 
meafure  upon  the  fpeedy  removal  of  the  vene- 
real virus,  we  ought  certainly  to  make  ufe  of 
every  means  we  know  of,  that  is  likely  to  accom- 
plifh  that  end. 


There 
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r'  There  is  another  very  ( Weighty  reafon  in  fa- 
“vour  of  inje£tions  : calpmeh  tho*  .thought  to  be 
the  beft  preparation  of  mercury,  and  what  moft 
prjl(3:itioners  make  ufe  of,  is  not  always  given  with 
fafety  to  the  conftitutiop  : a long  continued  ufe 
of  it  feldom  fails  to  weaken  gnd  impair  it,  as 
much,  if  not  more  than  the  gonorrhcca  •,  if 
opinm  is  joined  with  calomel,  it  will  prevent 
•thdfe  bad  effefts,  at  leaft  the  gonorrhoea  will  ge- 
tterally  be  cured  before  fufficient  quantity  is 
taken  to  produce  fuch  ill  confequences,  as 
may^  with  great  juftice  be  aferibed  to  it. 

I*  Qpiun?,  tho*  a very  efficacious  medicine,  yet 
like  all  others,  muft  be  fometimes  given  a longer, 
Ifoifictimes  a ffiorter  time  before  the  defigned  pur- 
j)bfe  will  be  anfwcred  j with  refpeft  to  the  quantity 
'arid  repetitions,  as  it  depends  on  the  conilitution, 
^it  muft  be  left  to  the  diferetion  of  the  ffirgeon  j ge- 
neral rules  are  all  that  can  be  given.  A pill,  con- 
taining one  grain  of  opium  and  two  of  calomel, 
•tkken  every  night,  will,  in  general,  be  found  fuffici- 
ent •,*  it  may  be  continued  in  this  manner  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time^  without  any  ill  confe- 
quences,  or  even  the  leaft  apparent  inconveniency 
jf  the  body  is  kept  fufficiently  open  ; but  it 
will  feldom  happen  that  a long  continuance  will 
be  necefiary,  as  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  will 

generally  difappear  ;n  a ffiort  time, 

^ • Tho’ 

* Altho'  this  quantity  will  i?i  general  be  found  fufilcient,  yet, 
if  the  fyrnptoms  run  high' atld' are  urgent,  the  ofpium  mar  be  taken 
Jiight  and  morning  for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  without  any 
danger,  as  I have  very  often  experienced. 
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Xho’  jhe  in<Jiforiminate*nfe  of  purges  in  cv6ry 
conftiiution  is  improper,  yet  it  id  abfolutely  ne-» 
cefiary  that  coftivend's  fhotild  ^always  be^pce-? 
vented  in  a gonorrhaea,  efpecially' during' the  ufe 
of  opium  ; but  this  had  muchj better  be  effeded 
by  foft  lenient  purges,  fuch  as  manna;’ which  Tnaty. 
be  made  into  the  form  of  aneleduary;  wilh  fomo 
lubricating  ballamic  medidnes.  . > • ^ ’’  v 

; . :w/  ■; 

The  ufe  of  balfamics  during  the’  inflamma- 
tory ftage  of  the  gonorrhaea,  will  be  thoughx,iai-f 
prudent,  but  there  are  many  mediqipes^  that  may 
be  very  properly  called  balfamics  which  are  per- 
feftly  innocent,  that  will  not  heat  the  parts,  but 
will  thicken  the  fecretbrvs  and; lubricate  the  uri- 
nary paflages ; and-  wiil|  render  the  urine  lefs 
fharp  and  acrimonious ; which  is  a very  fuflici- 
ent  reafon  for  ufing  them,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  fuch  a ftimulating  fccretion  ril^ufl;  pafs  over-  fo 
irritable  a furface  as  art  inflamed  membrane.t 

‘ the 

* All  medicines  may  be  very  properly  called  balfamics  that  ba^c 
a power  of  thickening  the  fecretions  ; but  it  is  nqt  the  balfamic 
quality  which  proves Ifo  pernicious  in  thft  inflammatory  ftage  of  a 
gonorrhasa — fdr  from  itj  all  balfamsi  threfcen  the  fecretions, 
which  is  the  very  thing  we  Ihould  aim  at,  as  the  parts  are  by  them 
lubricated  and  Iheathed,  and  thus  rendered  more  capable  of 
refilling  any  ftimulating  body  timt  may’ be  applied  : moft  of 
the  balfams  are  very  hot,  and  infl^mmatoiy  : it  is  this  heating  quat 
lity  which  irritates  the  urinary  palTages^  and  increafes  the  inflam- 
mation. . ” 

The  Puly.  e Tragacanth.  irho’  generally  omitted  as  unfafe  In  the 
firft  ftageof  a gononhaea,  may  be  givcii  very  -Ikfely  in  hny  quantity } 
but  tlie  moft  eflicacious  medicine  1 have  obferv^d,  i^  the  common 

. r'  ' r yellow 
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The  pills  fliould  be  repeated  every  night ; 
the  injedtion  (hould  be  frequently  ufed,  and 
the  eledtuary'  occafionally,  till  the  heat  of 
urine  is  no  longer  perceived,  till  the  pain  in 
the  urethra  and  chordee  are  entirely  gone, 
and  the  running  from  being  thin  and  great  in 
quantity,  is  become  thicker,  and  fo  little  as 
fcarcely  to  appear,  unlefs  prefled  out  by  the  fin- 
gers. When  thefe  points  are  gained  the  inflam- 
mation is  faid  to  be  got  the  better  of,  which,  ir\ 
the  common  method  of  curing  the  gonorrhsea, 
is  feldom  effedled  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix 
weeks. 

I pretend  not  to  fay'^n  how  fhort  a time, 
the  fame  advantages  may  be  procured  by  the 
method  I have  juft  pointed  out,  the  fiiccefs  of  it 
will  be  found  different,  in  different  habits ; but 
it  will  always  be  found  more  certain,  and  much 
more  fafe,  and  expedition  fly  effedled,  and  much 
pain  will  be  prevented  by  this  method.  When 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  entirely  difappear, 
and  the  gonorrheea  is  brought  to  the  ftate  I have 
juft  rpentioned,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
parts  are  free  from  inflammation.  Cuftom  has 
' taught 

ycllo\y  wax  mixed  by  the  help  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and  foaie  le- 
-nitive  electuary,  or  the  following 

PJ-  ^ Eleft.  lenit.  % ifs 
. Pulv.  c Tragacanth. 

Cerx  flav.  (vos)  3't 
Syr.  de  Mecon.  q.  f. 

F.  Elea,  cujus  Cap.  q.  n ,m.  major,  fepifllmc. 
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taught  us  to  believe,  we  have  made  no  further 
progrefs  in  the  cure,  that  this  is  the  only  advan- 
tage gained,  but  is  it  not  worth  enquiring  whe- 
ther the  venereal  virus  is  not  likewife  deftroyed 
at  the  the  fame  time  the  inflammation  is,  tho* 
fome  flight  difeharge  does  continue. 

Is  it  not  very  probable,  that  as  the  inflamma- 
tory fymptoms  are  allayed,  that  the  caufe  from 
which  they  originated  and  on  which  they  chiefly 
depended  is  removed,  and  that  the  flight  dil- 
charge  may  be  now  from  fome  other  caufe  j that 
cither  from  the  natural  debility  of  the  habit,  the 
elfed  of  a long  unnelTary  profecution  of  internal 
medicine,  and  from  the  urethra  having  fuffered 
much  from  ftimulus  and  inflammation,  the  parts 
are  unable  inftantly  to  recover  their  tone,  and 
thelucunae  ftill'continue  to  emit  a greater  quan- 
tity of  their  Iccretion  than  they  naturally  Ihould 
do.  We  frequently  find  that  in  ftrong  habits, 
where  the  feerctions  are  thick,  and  the  parts  arc 
able  to  recover  themfelves  loon,  that  nor  the  lead 
difeharge  remains  in  a very  few  hours  after  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  have  difappeared,  the 
patient  is  always  judged  to  be  well,  and  any 
longer  continuance  of  mercury  is  thought  unne- 
ceffary : But  in  weak  debilitated  habits  fome 
running  moll  frequently  remains'  either  more  or 
lefs,  after  the  irritation  and  inflammation  are 
quite  gone;  and  though  they  fliould  have  lafled 
five  or  fix  weeks,  calomel  or  fome  other  mer- 
curial preparation  is  always  thought  necef- 

farv, 


fary,  becaufe  the  venercai  virus  is  Aippofed  to  re- 
main unfubdu^d*  it  is  never  found  to  give 
way  to  mercury,  if  continued'daily  for  ever  fo 
‘long^  ^ time  after  the  inflammation  is  allayed. 
The  habit  is  always  weakened  by  it  without  any 
advantage  to  the  local  complaint — the  difcharge 
continues  till  ^ the  mercury  is  left  off,  and  re- 
‘courfe  is  had  to  fuch  means  and  medicines  as 
ftrengthen  the  fyftem  in  general. 

tJpon  a difcontinuance  of  all  enervating  me- 
dicines, Nature  will  often  in  time  recover  her- 
'felf,  butdn  general  the  cure  may  be  expedited 
'by  the  adminiftration  of  proper  reftorauves. 

From  thefe  and  feveral  other  very  convincing 
proofs,  I can  venture  to  affirm,  that  after  the  in- 
*flammatory  fymptoms  have  entirely  vanifhed;* 

the 


* * A Gentleman,  by  a very  tedjous  proceft  of  mtreury  for  (he 
'cure  'of  a gonorrhoea,  contrafled  fonie  months  before  1 faw  him, 
.had  his  general  health  much  impaired,  without  complcating  a 
cure,  a difcolourred  running  from  the. ulethra  ftill  comiiuiing.  At 
the  time  lie  applied  to  me,  the  parts  appeared  by  much  in  too  irrita- 
■ ble  a Hate  to  fuppofe  the  inflammation  was  entirely  allayed.  I 
.dcfired  him  to  take  no  more  mereUfy  of  any  kind,  whieh  feemed 
to  impair  his  health,  and  as  I thought  not  likely  to  fupprefs  the  dif- 
charge. I gave  him  a grain  of  E».  thebaic,  to  take  eveiy  night,  and 
defired  him  to  make  ufe  of  the  oily  anodyne  injeftion  j by  which 
meant  the  infianathatory  fymptejmt  that  rctnaiiicd  were  Teen  Tctnovfid : 

. Yet 

/ i 


( 4‘  ) 

the  running  which  remains  is  quite  inoffenfivc, 
and  incapable  .of  communicating  the  infediortj 
that  the  running  is  the  confequence  of  one  or 
other  of  the  caufes  juft  mentioned — it  is  no 
longer  from  the  irritation  of  the  venereal  virus* 
but  from  a relaxation  of  the  lacunas  ,;and  the  cure 
rmuft  be  Gompleated,  by  reftoring  the  parts  to 
.their  original  ftrength,  when  the  difeharge  will 
never  fail  to  ceafe. 

•If  in  a:few  days,  therefore,  after  the  ceftation 
-of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  nature  has  been 
too  much  debilitatedtto  recover  ; the  oily  relax- 
.ing  injc<ftion.lhould  Jie  changed  for  one  that  is 
imildly  aftringent,  which  had  much  better  be 
.guarded  iby.  a fmall. quantity  of  opium:  an  in- 
jedion  mildly  aftringent  will  be  capable  of  ading 
.very  powerfully  j for  the  urethra  being  at  this 
time  very,  tender  and  irritable,  it  is  too  apt  ever? 
.now,  to  occafion  a return  of  the  inflammation, 
which  Icldom  fails  to  he  accompanied  with  an 
‘hernia  humoralis. 

There 

Yer  from  the  long  continued  irritation  in  the  urethra,  as  well  as 
from  the  debilitated  Itate  he  was  in,  the  lacunas  liill  continued  to 
emit  a greater  fecretion  than  ufual,  which  was  ftill  difcolourcd  a 
little,  but  quite  thiclp.  I defired  him  to  take  the  bark  frequently, 
and  to  ftrengthen  his  habit  by  a more  generous  diet,  fuch  as  he  had 
formerly  accuftomed  himfelf  to.  He  feemed  very  anxious  to  know 
my  opinion  of  the  running,  as  he  had  within  a day  or  two  had  a 
connexion  with  a woman,  who  he  was  fearful  would  fuffer  ; I af- 
iured  him  that  1 did  not  think  the  difeharge  infectious.  Not  long 
after  he  had  a fccond  connexion  with  another  woman  j neither 
of  horn  had  the  Icall  complaint  in  confequence. 


( ^42  0 

I ' There  arc  fevv  difeafes  Which  fo  often  difgrace 
ihefurgeon  as  this  I have  bten  treating  of;  but 
the  variety  of  accidents  thkt  attend  it,  are  by  na 
‘means  to  be  attributed'' at-  all'tinies,  to  the  want 
«of  fk'ilf  in  the  Surgeon,"  who'ic  muft  be  allowed, 
■'always  labours 'under  gteat  dlfad  vantages 

Regulations  in  diet  as  well  as  medicine,  and 
perfd^l  qukt-«d'e,  -’tho’'Often  netelfary,  can  very 
leldoin  be  complied  with.  The  fear  of  difcove- 
ry  or  wilful;  negledl,  and  imprudence  on  the  pa- 
tient’s part;*,  top  frequcintly  render. the  beft  con- 
certed rqethp^  jn.ejficaciQUS. 

AlthO;  I jiaiyq  prcfumed  to  criticife  on  ibme  of 
^he-ufiial  methods  of  curing  this  dil'eafe,  I am  far 
jfrpm  offering  , this  eflay  as.'perfeft.  On  ftjch  a 
fubject,as  this,  -it.  is  a difficult  talk  to  lay  dowii 
i<}e^.^  pa^pejfwdth  fatisfaction  ; fo  that  it  really 
fliquld  be.cQnGdered  asnomore  than  the  outlines 
of  .the  ,pi  a^^iG_e..  recommended.  There  are  in- 
nua|c,f4b4,  .Qcc4.u:e.Rces,  which  it  is  impoffible 
for  an  author  to  enter  into,  and  much  muft  be 
left  to'  be  fuggefted  by  the  reader — and  if  any 
one  IhoLild  be  induced  to  try  it,  1 intreat  him 
not  to  judge  haftily  of  if,  nor  impute  any  acci- 
dents to  the  practice,  which  may  be  the  confoi- 
. quence  of  a peculiarity  in  tlte  conftitution,  or 
perhaps  fome  imprudence  in  the  patient,  as  theTe 
olVkrvatipns  are  conlirmed  by  experience  to  be 
r\iY]\t — and  I do  not  doubt  but  the  prance  here 
recommended,  will  \n  frepr  hands,  prove  as  fuc,- 
Cel'  Ul  as  It  has  in  mine. 

^ T I N I Si. 


